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Multiple: A Perpective Digest Feature: In Focus

A

P E R S P E C T I V E

D I G E S T

W

hy study Bible history? Isn’t
it enough that we know
what Jesus did for us? Well,
that is history. But, o f
course, it isn’t Deuteronomy
or Judges or Leviticus or any other o f
the O ld
Testament historical
books— which, we are told, simply
are no longer relevant. That means
those books no longer speak to the
matter at hand. No longer pertinent.
G o with what speaks in the vernacu
lar. G o with what people think is
important. G o with the times.
A high school teacher o f history
asked columnist Marilyn vos Savant
to give him an answer that would
convince his students that history is
important in their lives. He was
speaking o f secular history— he
mentioned ancient Greece and the
Renaissance as examples o f what he
considered important, but his stu
dents did not.
Marilyn vos Savant is reputed to
have an IQ o f 270.1 put little signif
icance on numerals as sure evidence
o f intelligence, but in this case, Ms.
Savant’s answer is the best I’ve read:

FEATURE

“It is the chronicle o f historical
events that teaches us— bit by bit by
bit, like a mosaic that eventually
forms a picture— about civilization
and human nature and its conse
quences. Imagine two men who find
themselves at the end o f a centurieslong voyage in time: One was asleep
all along the way: the other was
awake. The latter man witnessed
every triumph and calamity, learned
where beauty flowered and where it
died, and watched the greatest and
m ost inglorious fights o f g o o d
against evil. Which man would you
choose as a leader? As a father? As a
friend? Which would you rather be:
the man who saw everything or the
man who saw nothing? You answer
is the reason that you should study
history.”
A Matter o f the Heart
If love is the soul o f Christian
existence, it must at the heart o f
every other Christian virtue. Thus,
for example, justice without love is
legalism; faith without love is ideol
ogy; hope without love is self-cen-
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“So it might help to recognize
that an initial negative reaction is
perfectly natural. Surely, this is a
small price to pay for doing what
you believe is right.”
One General Conference worker,
invited to lunch with colleagues in a
neighboring conference, was told, in
a pre-lunch m en’s room handwash,
“Elder, we want you to feel right at
home. You order just what you
want.”
When the waitress came to their
booth, the locals deferred to their
guest. He pondered the menu, and
finally said, “ I believe I’ll have clams,
in the shell, and— let’s see. . . . Give
me the econom y helping o f caviar.”
The locals seemed a bit subdued
as they ordered their steaks and sal
ads.
“Is that all?” the waitress asked, as
she prepared to leave?”
“Just one moment,” the guest
said, perusing the menu again. “I’m
afraid I’ve overestimated my ap
petite. Please bring me a vegetable
plate.”
And here we are, back to the veg
etables. And in this case, it doesn ’t
seem likely that even Marilyn vos
Savant could have salvaged the
lunch. As she said, the visitor had
disturbed the peace.

teredness; forgiveness without love is
self-abasement; fortitude without
love is recklessness; generosity with
out love is extravagance; care with
out love is mere duty; fidelity with
out love is servitude. Every virtue is
an expression o f love. No virtue is
really a virtue unless it is permeated,
or informed, by love (1 Cor. 13).—
Richard P. McBrien, Christianity
Today, January 8, 1996, p. 53.
Vegetarian Alert
Why do people get nervous and
defensive when you say you’re a veg
etarian? (Let’s assume you’re sensi
tive enough not to volunteer that
information gratuitously.) Let’s as
sume you’ve gone out with a group
o f fellow employees. After you’ve
ordered your veggies, a pall seems to
descend over the meat menu, and
you sit wondering why your vegetar
ianism is such a big deal.
Colum nist Marilyn vos Savant
recently responded to a vegetarian
asking your question.
“Humans are highly intelligent,
and smart animals are alert to any
thing unusual in their environment:
In short, you’ve disturbed the peace.
And then you want special indul
gence, which is annoying. (People
with allergies, for example need
dietary attention: That’s different.)
Plus, they now believe— and often
rightly so— that you disapprove o f
their eating habits. What a recipe for
trouble!

Naming-Calling
In a charming book on language,
Naming Day in Eden, Noah Jacobs
amplifies a subject that fascinates
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me— how each nation attributes dis
tasteful habits and acts to foreigners.
What is called “the French disease”
in England is called “the English dis
ease” in France. Likewise, the phrase
to “take French leave” is known as
“taking English leave” in France.
When we “gyp” somebody, we are
referring to gypsies, who originally
were thought to com e from Egypt.
And when som eone speaks unintel
ligibly, we say, “It’s Greek to me.” The
Russians say, “It’s Chinese to me,” the
French say, “That’s Hebrew to me,”
the Germans say, “That’s Spanish to
me,” and the Poles say, “I’m listening
to a Turkish sermon.”
“Each nation,” remarks Jacobs,
“associates a host o f vulgarities and
disagreeable traits with foreign
countries.” The Japanese phrase for
foreigners means “stinking o f for
eign hair.” The Czechs call a Hungar
ian a “pimple.” In Hungary and Aus
tria, the cockroach is known as a
“Swabian,” in Poland as a “Prussian,”
in Germany as a “Frenchman.” The
Frenchman refers to a louse as a
“Spaniard,” and the Italians have at
times denoted a privy as an “Eng
lishman.” In Czech, excessive drink
ing is “to drink like a Dutchman,”
but in Holland it is “to drink like a
Pole.” In Spain, “to work for the Eng
lish” is to work for practically noth
ing, and in Yiddish “to repay in
Turkish” is to do a dirty trick.
We have com e a long way from
naming-day in Eden to name-calling

day in the capitals o f the world.—
Sydney J. Harris, Last Things First
(Houghton Mifflin).
• “Dogma comes from a Greek word
meaning “to think.”
Why We Hate
British writer Charles Lamb was
walking with a friend. Pointing to a
man across the street, he said, “See
that man over there? I hate him!”
“Hate him?” his com panion
responded. “You don’t even know
him!”
“Precisely,” said Lamb. “We only
hate that or w hom we d on ’t
know.”— Quoted in sermon by Felix
Lorenz.
Ain’t It the Truth!
“The idea that truth is cohesive,
that it is out there beyond us to be
discovered, that it has universal
value and application, is now gone.
Everybody is supposed to be enti
tled to make their own truth guided
by circumstance, feelings, and in
stincts.
“The idea that searching for truth
and building life around it as som e
thing that gives meaning and signif
icance to life has been abandoned.
We are told today we ought to aban
don the idea that life has meaning.
“Everybody’s version o f truth is
supposed to be respected and re
garded as equal. And you dare not
speak against anybody’s personal
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construction o f truth lest you be
banded as being intolerant, the scarlet
letter o f our day”— David E. Thomas,
senior pastor o f the College Place
[Washington] Village Seventh-day
Adventist Church in “Owning What
the World Needs,” the Senior Recogni
tion Address of the Class of 1999 at
Walla Walla College.
• “The best way to show a stick is
crooked is not to argue about it or
spend time denouncing it, but to lay
a straight stick alongside it.”— Ugan
dan Archbishop Janani Luwum.
• “It is not well for a man to pray
cream, and live skim milk.”— Henry
Ward Beecher in Life Thoughts.

Cosmic Eulogy
W e’ll never forget the moment.
On July 20, 1969, man broke loose
from the grasp o f gravity that had
bound him to Earth and left his
footprints on the Moon. For 21
hours, m illions sat spellbound
before their television sets watching
Apollo astronauts Neil A. Armstrong
and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin bounce
across the dusty lunar surface.
What if they had been unable to
return to Earth?
President Richard Nixon had a
statement ready. Drafted by speechwriter William Safire, it qualifies as
the first would-be cosm ic obituary.
“Fate has ordained that the men
who went to the M oon to explore in

peace will stay on the M oon to rest
in peace.
“These brave men, Neil Arm
strong and Edwin Aldrin, know that
there is no hope for their recovery.
But they also know that there is hope
for mankind in their sacrifice.
“These two men are laying down
their lives in m ankind’s most noble
goal: the search for truth and under
standing.
“They will be m ourned by their
families and friends; they will be
mourned by their nation; they will
be mourned by the people o f the
world; they will be mourned by a
Mother Earth that dared send two o f
her sons into the unknown.
“In their exploration, they stirred
the people o f the world to feel as one;
in their sacrifice, they bind more
tightly the brotherhood o f man.
“In ancient days, men looked at
stars and saw their heroes in the con
stellations. In m odern times, we do
much the same, but our heroes are
epic men o f flesh and blood.
“Others will follow, and surely
find their way home. Man’s search
will not be denied. But these men
were the first, and they will remain
the foremost in our hearts.
“For every human being who
looks up at the m oon in the nights
top com e will know that there is
som e corner o f another world that is
forever mankind.” The m em o is
dated July 18, 1969.
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• In George Bernard Shaw’s play St.
Joan, Joan o f Arc muses, “Some p eo
ple see things as they are and ask
‘Why?’ I dream o f things that never
were and ask ‘Why not?”’
• “As through Jesus we enter into rest,
heaven begins here. We respond to
His invitation, Come, learn o f Me,
and in thus coming we begin the life
eternal. Heaven is a ceaseless
approaching
to
G od
through
Christ.”— The Desire o f Ages, p. 331.
Theory o f Origins
Forty-five percent o f Americans
believe that G od created human
beings “pretty much in their present
form at one time within the last
10,000 years,” according to Cincinnati
political science professor George
Bishop. By comparison, only seven
percent o f those surveyed in Great
Britain accept the Genesis account o f
human origins.
Another 40 percent o f Americans
believe that G od guided hum anity’s
slow evolution from simpler forms
o f life (theistic evolution). Only 10
percent accept the Darwinian view
that human beings evolved naturally
over millions o f years. Says Bishop:
“Nearly a third o f college graduates
in recent Gallop polls still believe in
the biblical account o f creation.” In

his summary, Bishop writes, “The
scientific worldview has thus far
failed to complete Darw in’s revolu
tion in the land o f ‘One Nation
Under G od.’”— B ible Review, D e
cember 1998, p. 19.
• “Whenever men are not seeking,
in word and deed, to be in harmony
with God, then, however learned
they may be, they are liable to err in
their understanding o f Scripture,
and it is not safe to trust to their
explanations.”— Testimonies for the
Church, Vol. 5, p. 705.
• Everyone who diligently and
patiently searches the Scriptures . . .
[to] educate others, entering upon
the work correctly and with an hon
est heart, laying . . . preconceived
ideas, whatever they may have been,
and . . . hereditary prejudice at the
door o f investigation, will gain true
know ledge.”— Ellen G. White, Man
uscript Releases 3, No. 209.
• “The hero is one who kindles a
great light in the world, who sets up
blazing torches in the dark streets o f
life for men to see by. The saint is the
man who walks through the dark
paths o f the world, him self a
light.”— Felix Adler, quoted in Daily
Guideposts (1996).
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